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HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn
Graciously presides over
The Foundation Stone Laying Ceremony of
The Centre for Chinese Language and Cultural Studies
at

Mae Fah Luang University

Chiang Rai Province

December 9, 2000

09.00 hours All guests to be seated
10.00 hours Arrival of HRH Princess Maha Chikri Sirindhorn at Mae Fah
Luang University
- Tobegreeted by Chancellor of Mae Fah Luang Univer-
sity Couneil-Acting President ol Mae Fah Luang Univer-
sity, Acting Vice Presidents o Mae Fah Luang University
and Vice Governor
- President of Mae Fah Luang University Council. Pol.Gen
Paw Sarsin delivers a welcome remark.
- Acting President of Mae Fah Luang University, Assoc. Prof.
Dr. Vanchai Sirichana gives report on the Centre for Chinese -
Language and Cultural Studies
- Foundation Stone Laying by HRH Princess Maha Chakri
Sirindhorn

11.00 hours Departure of HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn




Speech
by
Chancellor of the Mae Fah Luang University Council
Pol. Gen. Paw Sarsin
On the Auspicious Occasion of HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn
presides over the Foundation Stone Laying Ceremony of

the Centre for Chinese Language and Cultural Studies
% at Mae Fah Luang University
Saturday, December 9, 2000

. Pol. Maj. Gen. Paw Sarasin, Chancellor of the Mae Fah Luang Univer-
sity and on behaltof all participants and university staff members, wish to express our
profound gratitude for Y our Royal Highness presides over the foundation stone laying
ceremony of the Centre for Chinese Language and Cultural Studies.

Your Royal Highness, permit me now to invite Assoc. Prof. Dr. Vanchai
Sirichana, Acting President of Mae Fah Luang University to deliver the report of the

Centre for Chinese Language and Cultural Studies.

L [




Speech
by
Acting President of Mae Fah Luang University
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Vanchai Sirichana
On the Auspicious Occasion of HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn
presides over the Foundation Stone Laying Ceremony of
the Centre for Chinese Language and Cultural Studies H
at Mae Fah Luang University A

Saturday, December 9, 2000

HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn:

1, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Vanchai Sirichana, Permanent Secretary of the Ministry
of University Affairs and Acting President of Mae Fah Luang University hercby
request Your Royal Highness's permission to report the development of the
establishment of the Centre for Chinese Language and Cultural Studies.

As of the University Act to establish Mae Fah Luang University on
September 25, 1998, Mae Fah Luang University is aimed to maintain the international
academic standard with highly qualified graduates. The university’s initial mission is
to provide both academic professional and outreach services in response to national, )
regional and community demands based upon multidisciplinary excellence. The
university is named afler Her Royal Highness the Princess mother to commemorate
her firm commitment to reforest and develop human resources. The main objectives
therefore were to preserve and rehabilitate nature and its environment while retaining
cultures and traditions of indigenous groups in the northern part of Thailand as well as

the Greater Mekong Sub Region.
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Besides. following the mission of being a national university, the university
has a strong intention and commitment to develop the academic excellence in
forcign language such as English and Chinese including the neighbor  countries
languages as well.

For the most effectiveness of studving and teaching Chinese Language. the
university has been coordinating with the government of Republic of China and the
Embassy of Republic of Chinasince 1999. With the strong concern of the importance
of teaching Chinese Language in Thailand, especially in the upper northern part,
which is the center of the Greater Mckong Sub Region. The Chinese Government ,
with the strong support of H.E. Madam Cheun Zhili, Minister of Education has supported
to establish the Chinese Language and Cultural Centre at Mae Fah Luang University
to be the centre of studying and teaching Chinese in Thailand and the Greater Mekong

Sub Region as well. In addition, the establishment of this centre will be the part of the

'_ 100" Birthday Anniversary Celebration of the late Princess Mother. Itis the symbolic

of the strong friendship tic between the two countries government and people.

The Centre for Chinese Language and Cultural Studies’s mission is to
organizing the studying and teaching Chinese Language to Thai students and
students in this region. Chinese arts and culture and also in this frame work.

Inestablishing the Centre for Chinese Language and Cultural Studies, The
Chinese Government will provide the funding for all construction cost including
recruiting the Chinese Language instructors in the beginning stage. Th;: dSélgn and
architecture will be in Chinese Classic Style on construction size of 3, GOL square
meters. The design by Chinese architect has been already finished and the construction
process will be taken place soon.

As time is now opportune, may | humbly invite Your Royal Highness to lay
the foundation stone of the Center for Chinese Language and Cultural Studies for the

prosperity of the university.
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Mae Fah Luang University

Background

Mac Fah Luang University (MFLL) was founded in 1998 in Chiang Rai,
the northernmost provinee of Thailand, in response to the need of the people to
commemorate HRH the Princess Mother. This university aims to enhance the
development of education. cconomy and the community in the upper northern acres.
['he university will also serve as a centre of higher education for the Greater Mekong
Subregion (GMS), covering six countries: Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, Vietnam, '
Yunnan Provinee (Southern China) and Thailand.

The main campus of MFLU is in Chiang Rai Province, with an area of
approximately 1.998 acres. Its two other campus sites are in Mae Lao District and
Mae Suay, with areas of 1,023 and 289 acres respectively.

MFLU isanautonomous state university, offering education of an international
standard. One of the main purposes of the university is to pursue the values of HRH
the Princess Mother concerning environmental rehabilitation, and human resource
development. Based upon these ideals, MFLU will produce graduates with
international competence, who are well prepared for today’s highly competitive and

globalized world.
Objectives

MFLU was established to fulfil the following objectives:

1. To commemorate HRH the Princess Mother.

£

To develop human resources and protect the natural environment.
3. Torespond to the local need for a quality institution of higher education in the
upper northern area.

4. Toserve as a centre for higher education for the GMS countries.

wn

To be a university of international standards
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Student Admission

Mae Fah Luang University admits students with outstanding lcarning per-
formances trom all over the country, particularly the northern region, and also from
abroad. There are two systems ol admission to study at MFLU: (1) Admission through
aspecial quota system allocated for students from 17 provinees in northern Thailand,
(2) Admission through central entrance examination system organized by the Ministry
of University Aftairs. The ratio of admission through both systems is 50:50. In addition,
the University plans to admit students from abroad, particularly from countries in the
Great Mckong Sub-region (GMS).

In the 1999 academic year, MFLU admitted 62 students in 2 academic
programs through the special quota system. In the 2000 academic year, the University
admitted 184 students through both systems at a ratio of 50:50 to study in 4 academic
programs, namely, Information Technology, Food Technology, Computer Science,
and English. Inthe 2001 academic year, MFLU will admit more student through both
admission systems at the same ratio to study in 6 academic programs including
Information Technology, Food Technology, Computer Science, English,

Biotechnology and Tourism Management.
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The Centre for Chinese Language
and Cultural Studies

Background

The close relationship between Thailand and The People’s Republic of
China has been ongoing for many centuries. The intimacy between the two countries
has been consistently successful over the years since both countries share similar
ways of living and cultures. The Chinese, who long ago migrated to Thailand, have
been able to merge into the Thai societies peacefully and have a happy lite under the
long reigns of the Kings of Thailand. Both the native Chinese living in Thailand and
many generations of Chinese Thais have taken part with Thai people in developing
Thailand as their home country. When China opened up its country internationally,
the governments of these two countries have maintained their close relationship in
terms of economic, social, politic, and culture. However, a communication problem
seems to be an obstruction within this relationship, even though some Chinese-Thais
can usc Chinese language well. Therefore, English must be used to some extent as a
medium of communication between the two countries. An alternative solution to the
problem of communication is to cultivate the leamning of Chinese language in Thailand.
The Centre for Chinese language and cultural studies is a dircet extension of this
idea.

Although there have been some attempts to establish a Chinese language
centre by both public and private sectors, it was not until the year 2000 that things
actually materialized.

The initiation of the Centre for Chinese Language and Cultural Studies
began in March 1999 when H.E. Mr. Prachuab Chaiyasan, the Minister of University

AfTairs, made an official visitto the People’s Republic of China to seek an opportunity
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for academic collaboration with the Chinese government and Chinese universities.
One distinguished topic that H.E. Mr. Prachuab Chaiyasan had a chance to discuss
with H.E. Madame Chen Zhili, the Minister of Education, was the proposal for the
government of the People’s Republic of China to establish the Centre for Chinese
Language and Cultural Studies at Mae Fah Luang University in the year 2000 to
celebrate the Centennial Anniversary of H.R.H. the Princess Mother. Further progress
of the Centre for Chinese Language and Cultural Studies was made when H.E.
4" Madame Chen Zhili paid an official visit to Thailand during October 7-12, 1999 .
| Subsequently, Her Excellency was invited to visit Mae Fah Luang University in
Chiang Rai province on October 10, 1999 to inspect the University construction site
and to be notified of the University’s objectives. The visit included a field trip to Doi
Tung, so as to realize the endeavour and devotion of H.R.H. the Princess Mother in
the preservation of the environment and nourishing the well-being of people in the
Northern areas. Afier the return of H.E. Chen Zhili , the Ministry of University A ffairs
was informed by the Embassy of the Pcople’s Republic of China in Thailand of the
approval for the establishment of the Centre for Chinese Language and Cultural
studies. The approval brought great delight not only to Mae Fah Luang University
and the people in Chiang Rai province, but to many Chinese people residing in
Thailand as well. A working group of Mae Fah Luang University was then appointed

to coordinate in the establishment of the Centre for Chinese Language and Cultural

“ Studies.

Mr. Chen Kai Mei, the architeet from China Southwest Architectural Design and

On August 7-27, 2000, the Chinese government sent a mission team led by

Rescarch Institute, to survey the construction site and to work out the November
24, 2000 architectural design. The mission team spent 20 days at the University and

completed the primary design for the upcoming construction.
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[he Centre for Chinese language and Cultural Studies demonstrates the
[ goodwillofthe Chinese government who has generously contributed this notable gift
to the That people. Another key person who had devoted great effort to this project
is H.E. Mr. Fu Xuezhang, the Ambassador of the People’s Republic of China. His

Excellency visited Mae Fah Luang University on November 26, 1999 and put forth

his support of the project from then on. In addition to strengthening ties between

I'hailand and the People’s Republic of China, the Centre for Chinese Language and

|
I Cultural Studies will serve as a commemoration of the Centennial Anniversary of

H.R_H. the Princess Mother.
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