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NTC, university join hands
for long-distance Jearning

Move aimed at helping rural communities in Chiang Rai province

‘w  Usanee Mongkolporn Yooyativong, dean of the university’s would receive 20 personal computers
The Nation School of Information Technology. A and a printer.

CHIANG RAI | financial-support agreement between The NTCwill grant Bt28 millionto

d the NTCand theuniversitywassigned the programme this year, another

nE NarronaL Telecom- yesterday. Bt29 million next year and the rest in

minications Commission Mae Fah Luang University, which  2009. The university willlaunch abid-

(NTC) is joining M;e };ah |is named aftl;ar ding process to

Luang University todevelop | HRH the « : : . rocure

a long-distamia learning and rural-. Princess Sri The university will develop ¥n ternet-con-

development project in Chiang Rai Nagarindra the educational media and relat- pection equip-

province. PrincessMother, ed.content for the schools ment next
Deputy . secretary-general was founded in dth ire January, and the
Nisakorn Tadtiamrom yesterday said 1998. An andthe communities projectis expect-
the NTC would provide Bt70 million autonomous. surrounding them.” ed to be com-
in financial support over three years, public universi- ) pletely devel-

so that the university could create the ity, its programmes include English, oped within a few months after that.
project, involving the supply of per- business Chinese, agro-industry, Thai Funding for the Chiang Rai proj-
sonal computers and Internet con- traditional medicineandinformation ect will come from the NTC’s
nections to 21 secondary schools technology. Universal Service Obligation (USO)
throughout the province. | - Nisakornsaidundertheagreement ~ Fund, which is made up of obligatory
The university will develop educa- signed yesterday,each ofthe21sthools . contributions from the commission’s

tional media an&l] related content for - .

i theschools and the communities sur- i ) )
! ; ; : licensees that have declined to invest
rounding them, said Thongchai in telecom projects in remote areas.
coT The NTC also uses the money to hire
other companies to develop remote

\“telecom projects.

+ However, until the NTC creates
its proposed USO Institute, funding
for the Chiang Rai project will come
from the commission’s licensing rev-
enue, The NTCis expected to receive
USO r¢venue of Bt180 million this

ear. :

TOThad earlier promised to devel-
op the Chiang Rai project, but the
NTC decided to take it oyer after it
pulled out. TOT is an NTC Jicensee.

Initsoriginal plans, TOT was going
todeploy Wi-Max broadband wireless
technology, in order to provide
Internet access to the schools in the

"project. . :




